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The Benefits of Training as told by the Association of Professional Dog TrainersThe benefits of having a trained dog are nearly limitless! From the moment you get your new
puppy or dog, here’s a run-down of just some of the advantages and benefits:
Puppy classes provide the opportunity for getting your new family member started off right. The
experiences and opportunities for your puppy to develop interaction skills with other puppies,
with people, and in new environments.
Puppy socialization has been found to be critical to the psychological health of adult dogs. Puppy
classes provide the opportunity for this important facet of your puppy’s upbringing.
Training classes provide dog owners the skills and knowledge for dealing with common, normal
dog behaviors—starting with puppy behaviors such as housetraining and chewing.
No matter what age you start training your dog, foundation training provides the basis for any
activity, behavior or job you want your dog to do.
We all want a dog with good manners—from polite greeting when guests arrive, to walking
nicely on the leash, to coming when called.
A trained dog is a fully participating member of the family—what a gift
for all of you!

Jan 1st– New Year’s Day-CLOSED
Jan 2nd– National Pet Travel Safety
Day

A well behaved dog gets to join in the fun when company comes to
visit, accompanies the family to the kids’ sports games, goes with you
to visit friends and relatives, goes for hikes, swims, and everything else
the family does together.

Jan 5th– National Bird Day
Jan 14th– Dress Up Your Pet Day

Training enables you to choose from among a broad range of activities
and dog sports to participate in and enjoy with your dog such as dog
agility, Rally-obedience, dancing with your dog, tracking, search & rescue, skijoring, sledding,
water rescue trials, obedience, carting, reading programs, therapy work, and a nearly endless
range of fun and philanthropic things to do!
The single most important thing that keeps a dog in his or her “forever” home is obedience.
Training builds your mutual bond, enhances the partnership and enriches the relationship you
share with your dog. Is there anything better?
Having a well behaved dog is a joy for both you and your family!

Did You Know? Our Techs Speak
Donny Johnson
Would you like to see your pet featured?
Email a picture to
quailhollowlodging@outlook.com

The Importance of Training Your Pet
-Chris Garner
As a technician it’s our job to care for your pets, a lot of the time it is hands on tasks. It can be
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Did You Know? Continued...

Danny
“He is just awesome and
very skilled. He rocks!”
“Because he put the
HUGE tapeworm in a jar
for learning purposes.”

difficult for technicians to handle a pet if they are not well mannered and/or aggressive. It is important as a pet owner that their
pet has some sort of training and understanding of basic commands. Some basic commands are “sit”, “stay”, “down” and “off”.
Desensitization of the feet , ears, and mouth is very helpful too. You
can do this at a very young age by constantly touching these areas
so that it becomes a “normal touch”. Technicians usually perform nail trims and there is usually a
need to check and clean the ears and teeth. So you can see how desensitizing your pets to these
procedures can make the job much easier on everyone involved. Training your cat could include
getting them desensitized to their travel carrier, touching their feet, mouth, ears and simply, being
picked up. Basic commands and training make for a much smoother process at the vet, for sure.
Making the vet staff’s job less dangerous and less stressful is a good goal to have since it benefits
your pet.
Basic training may even make for a better experience for your pet
and your own experience. Training also allows for the Veterinarian
to get a good look at your pet.
At Quail Hollow Animal Hospital, our staff appreciates a well behaved patient. Our number one goal is a non stressful visit to the
vet. Your pet will appreciate the training that you can provide at
home too. It makes our job so much easier when your pet is happy and calm. It just takes a little
time to get them used to the small things.

AAHA Highlights
Pets Need Anesthesia for Routine Dental Care

Ashley
“Because she kicks butt at
her job!”
“She is always friendly
and smiling. Great with
clients and pets.”

Pets, like people, need routine professional dental care in order to maintain a healthy and pain-free
mouth and to prevent secondary systemic diseases. Our pets are unable to comprehend a professional dental cleaning. If people are frightened by the sounds and the smells in a dental operatory,
imagine the feelings of a beloved pet. It is unreasonable to ask a cat or dog to sit still and have their
teeth cleaned. Doing this to a dog or cat with a healthy mouth would be difficult. Imagine how difficult it would be if there were painful broken teeth, abscesses or tooth resorptions.
All pets, old or young, need to be anesthetized for their teeth to be cleaned, charted, and X-rayed
properly and safely. Because a professional dental cleaning requires plaque and tartar to be removed both above and below the gumline, your pet’s dental health care team will need to have
your pet’s mouth open and unmoving to be able to perform the procedure safely and thoroughly.
For safety and comfort, your pet will need to be under general anesthesia, where both an inhalant
gas and oxygen are being administered through a breathing tube. A hospital or clinic that observes
the 2013 AAHA Dental Care Guidelines for Dogs and Cats will continuously monitor your pet while
he or she is under anesthesia. A trained veterinary technician or assistant will monitor your pet
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from the time the anesthesia begins until your pet is fully awake and
conscious of his or her surroundings.
An awake oral exam will be performed on your pet by your veterinarian to design a preliminary diagnostic plan. It is not until your pet is
anesthetized that a complete and thorough evaluation can be accomplished, including tooth-by-tooth visual exam, probing and radiographic exam to determine a more
specific treatment plan.
It is important that you have communicated with the veterinary team what your wishes are when
further problems are uncovered after the X-rays have been taken. For example, some hospitals have
the clients stay during the procedure so they can show them any problems found on X-ray while the
teeth are being cleaned. Other hospitals will want to be able to contact you by phone to discuss any
issues. You may want to research the problems your pet has, which means that you will use the first
procedure as a diagnostic tool and bring your pet back a second time for the treatment portion of
the procedure. Dental cleanings that are done without an anesthetic may make your pet’s teeth
look clean, but will not produce a healthier mouth. Without anesthesia, it is impossible to clean the
inside surfaces of the teeth or under the gums where periodontal disease develops. Without the use
of the correct instruments and procedures, such as polishing tooth surfaces, an environment will be
created where plaque and tartar will develop more rapidly.
“Removal of dental tartar on the visible surfaces of the teeth has little effect on a pet’s health, and
provides a false sense of accomplishment,” says the American Veterinary Dental College (AVDC) in a
position statement opposing anesthesia-free cleanings.
Is anesthesia safe?
Although there is always some risk when using an anesthetic, it is much safer than in the past; the
risks are controlled thanks to new, safer anesthetic drugs, careful dosing and administration, and
constant monitoring of pets during and after anesthesia.
For your pet’s safety, your veterinarian will run preanesthetic blood tests
and will tailor the anesthesia plan based on those results and other factors
such as your pet’s age, weight and overall health.
To help your pet benefit from best practices as determined by a team of
experts, seek a veterinarian who adheres to the recommendations in the 2013 AAHA Dental Care
Guidelines for Dogs and Cats.
Bob and Emily are in need of a loving home. They are 10 years old
and have lived together since birth. They came from a quiet home
where they were the only animals so, might prefer a home with older children or none at all. If you are able to open your home to
these guys please stop by for a meet and greet. They are spayed/
neutered and up to date on vaccines. Read about their story more
on Facebook!
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Ask The Doc!
Buy 3 doses, Get 1
dose FREE
Buy 6 doses, Get
$10 mail-in rebate
Buy 12 doses, get
$25 mail-in rebate

Dear Dr. Berger,
We have a German shepherd mix at home who had an ACL surgery in June.
Now that it’s colder out she tends to favor that leg. You had mentioned Cold
Laser Therapy at our last visit. We are wondering how to go about starting those treatments and
how many do you think she will need before finding relief?
Thank you!

Buy 2 doses, Get a
$15 mail-in rebate
Buy 4 doses, Get a
$35 mail-in rebate

Buy 12 Heartgard and 12
Nexgard- $75 mail-in rebate
and $25 Clinic Credit for next
visit
Buy 12 Heartgard and 6
Nexgard- $50 mail-in rebate
and Kong Toy or Ozark Cup
Buy 6 Heartgard and 6
Nexgard- $40 mail-in rebate
and Kong Toy or Ozark Cup

Buy 6 doses, Get a
$10 mail in rebate
and 1 dose FREE
Buy 12 doses, Get a
$25 mail in rebate
and 2 doses FREE

Dear friend,
Thank you for your feedback on your pet’s comfort, that is so important to me. We all want to
ensure she is comfortable and happy throughout the year. I remember in June, we mentioned
several things about her surgical recovery. You provided her with a minimum of 8 weeks of strict
rest and then we ensured the repair was completely successful before allowing her progressive
increases in exercise intensity. You are correct, it is colder now, and it is possible that the metallic
surgical implants are causing her some discomfort. This is a greater problem at more northern
latitudes, but some dogs may be exceptionally sensitive.
We can re-evaluate her leg at your earliest convenience and consider cold laser therapy at any
time, including the next time we all meet. Laser therapy is a non-invasive, pain-free, gentle technique that reduces swelling, increases healing, and improves circulation to the targeted areas.
Treatment sessions usually last between 5 to 15 minutes, and my patients really seem to enjoy
that time. The soothing treatments feel great and it provides a slight warming effect deep in the
treated tissues. I generally recommend at least 6 sessions over the course of 3 weeks, sometimes
more are required. My patients generally feel better after the second session, but sometimes
they are improved after just one treatment.
I am looking forward to seeing you soon. We can decide together what is best for her. In the
mean time have a very Happy New Year!
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