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Pet of the Month
~ Emily Rose Romero



Did You Know?
~ Why should I spay/
neuter?
By: Kelsey Shields
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AVMA Highlights



Ask the Doc!



Specials / Coupons

Special Days This Month
Feb 2nd– National Hedgehog Day
Feb 14th– Valentine’s Day
Feb 23rd– National Dog Biscuit
Day
Feb 28– World Spay Day

Quick! What is the most cost effective way to get your pet a scheduled dental cleaning here at QHAH?
Answer: By putting your pet on a PAW Plan that covers large portions of the dental procedure!
Quail Hollow Animal Hospital stands by the Annual Wellness Plans that are offered because they allow
healthy pets to see the doctor on a more regular basis for issues that may have otherwise been ignored.
The Comprehensive and Comprehensive Plus plans offer a yearly dental cleaning. PAW Plans can be broken
into monthly payments which make it a more affordable way to keep up with your pet’s dental care. Did
you know, with our new plans: unlimited exams are also included!!!
February is National Pet Dental Month. Your pet should have regular teeth cleanings just like people do.
The difference is that they need to be sedated for the procedure. It makes the process faster and more
accurate. Could you imagine taking x-rays or scraping the plaque away while your pet is awake and alert?
Mouths that do not get brushed daily can turn into painful gums with tooth decay. As an owner, it is our
responsibility to keep up with our pet’s oral care and hygiene. Animals have odd ways of telling us if they
have a tooth ache. They may stop eating, or even become aggressive from the pain. Normally this can be
diagnosed by your veterinarian. Occasionally we will see an aggressive patient or a painful patient and an
oral exam is unable to be performed.
Rest easy though if your pet is on the Comprehensive or Comprehensive Plus plan, dental x-rays are
included in our anesthetic dental cleaning procedure. These x-rays help the doctor determine and view
what is happening below the surface of the gums and teeth. Did you know that a pet with dental disease
has harmful bacterial infection in the mouth, and it is possible that it could spread to organs like the liver,
kidneys and heart? That’s some dangerous stuff, best not to be ignored.
Prior to being anesthetized, we test the pet’s blood in our in-house lab. This is also covered under the PAW
Plan (with the exception of Thyroid testing). Blood work allows us to identify any abnormalities or
underlying disease prior to anesthesia. Our main goal is to provide a safe service to your pet with constant
monitoring and preventative measures.
So you see, we take every precaution with our patients who undergo anesthesia. Our staff is here to go
over any questions you may have about your pet’s dental health. Please do not hesitate to ask us.

Did You Know? Our Techs Speak
Why should I spay/neuter?
-Kelsey Shields

Emily Rose Romero
Would you like to see your pet featured?
Email a picture to
quailhollowlodging@outlook.com

Deciding if you should spay or neuter your pets can be a difficult decision. There are many
benefits to spaying and neutering. If you spay your female dog or cat it decreases the chances
she will have mammary tumors or uterine infections in her life. If you spay your pet before their
first heat cycle it helps give them the best protection. Neutering your male dogs and cats will
help reduce the chance of prostate diseases and it prevents testicular cancer.
There are also behavioral benefits to spaying and neutering. When females go in heat they can
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Kelsey“She is always very
positive, helpful and easy
to get along with. Such a
valuable member to our
team.”
“Though she shares her
time working multiple
jobs, she never misses a
beat when she is here! We
appreciate her and her
skills.”

attract unknown males to the yard or house and they will be vocal frequently. Often they may
urinate where they are not supposed to in an effort to attract a male to mate with. Then there is
always the chance they could become pregnant and have puppies or kittens. Neutering male dogs
and cats early can decrease some aggression problems and help keep them at your house. If they
are neutered they will be less likely to leave in search of a female to mate with. If they get out
there is a higher chance of them getting in fights with other animals in the search of females. Also,
before neutering males have a stronger tendency to mark their territory with potent urine inside
and outside. It is important to spay and neuter your pets if you are not an active breeder.

AVMA Highlights
Be a Responsible Pet Owner:
Commit


Avoid impulsive decisions when selecting a pet.



Select a pet that's suited to your home and lifestyle.



Keep only the type and number of pets for which you can provide appropriate food, water,
shelter, health care and companionship.



Commit to the relationship for the life of your pet(s).



Provide appropriate exercise and mental stimulation.



Properly socialize and train your pet.

Invest

Stop on by for your free
sample of OraVet for dogs.
Our great-tasting dental
chews not only clean
teeth, they create a
barrier against plaque,
calculus and bad breath.



Recognize that pet ownership requires an
investment of time and money.



Make sure your pet receives preventive health
care (vaccinations, parasite control, etc.), as well
as care for any illnesses or injuries.



Budget for potential emergencies.

Obey


Clean up after your pet.



Obey all local ordinances, including licensing, leash requirements and noise control.



Don't allow your pet to stray or become feral.
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Identify


Make sure your pet is properly identified (i.e., tags, microchips, or tattoos) and keep its
registration up-to-date.

Oral Health In
Dogs and Cats

Limit


Don't contribute to our nation's pet overpopulation problem: limit your pet's reproduction
through spay/neuter, containment or managed breeding.

Prepare


Prepare for an emergency or disaster, including assembling an evacuation kit.



Make alternate arrangements if you can no longer provide care for your pet.



Recognize any decline in your pet's quality of life and make timely decisions in consultation
with a veterinarian.

Adoption Cats!

Your pet’s teeth should be checked
at least once a year by your
veterinarian for early signs of a
problem and to keep your pet’s
mouth healthy.
Have your pet’s teeth checked
sooner if you observe any of the
following problems:


bad breath



broken or loose teeth



extra teeth or retained baby
teeth



teeth that are discolored or
covered in tartar



abnormal chewing, drooling,
or dropping food from the
mouth



reduced appetite or refusal to
eat



pain in or around the mouth



bleeding from the mouth



swelling in the areas
surrounding the mouth

BobEstimated date of birth: 3/9/2007
Enjoys quiet lap time, and cat nip!
He is a very sweet boy and would love a new lap to
enjoy in his own home. No dogs.

EmilyEstimated date of birth: 3/9/2007
She’s a cat with a bunch of personality. Loves toys
and window watching.
Wouldn’t mind a home with children.

Ask The Doc!
Hello Dr. Knapp,

Some pets become irritable when
they have dental problems, and
any changes in your pet’s behavior
should prompt a visit to your
veterinarian. Always be careful
when evaluating your pet’s mouth,
because a painful animal may bite.

You came highly recommended by our previous vet for acupuncture. My dog is an 11 year old
Shih Tzu mix and he was diagnosed with back problems. My question is, how does acupuncture
actually work? We look forward to meeting you at our next appointment.
Thank you for your time.
-Mrs. Aster

Continued on page 4
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Dear Mrs. Aster,

Buy 3 doses, get 1
dose FREE

$7 Mail-in Rebate
with 6 dose
purchase.
$20 Mail-in Rebate
with 12 dose
purchase.

Thank you for your interest in acupuncture as a therapy for your dog’s back
problems. Acupuncture originated in China and has been practiced for thousands of years. It is based on stimulating specific points on the body which
then results in a therapeutic effect. Acupuncture points are located where the
body’s energy or life force (Qi, pronounced Chi) exists at the skin’s surface.
Most acupuncture points are located on channels called meridians. These channels run under the
skin and carry energy and blood throughout the body. Energy flows on meridians from one
acupuncture point to another. There are 14 major channels of energy and each one is named
after and is associated with a specific internal organ. Energy is both inherited and affected by our
environment. Energy or Qi cannot be seen or touched but acupuncture provides a way to access
and affect Qi, ultimately healing the body. The pictures below show the courses of a few of these
channels of energy on dogs and cats.

Buy 2 doses, get a
$15 mail-in rebate

Feline Revolution
Buy 6 get 2 free
Buy 9 get 3 free

Buy 12 Heartgard and 6
Nexgard- $50 mail-in rebate
Buy 6 Heartgard and 6
Nexgard- $40 mail-in rebate

It has been shown that acupuncture points are located where there are large numbers of nerve
endings, blood and lymph vessels, and mast cells. The stimulation of acupuncture points induces
the release of natural pain relievers produced by the body (such as beta endorphins and
serotonin). These pain relievers released as a result of acupuncture have been shown to be many
times greater in strength than some of the powerful pain medications used in medicine (such as
morphine). Acupuncture also increases blood flow/circulation, circulates hormones, stimulates
nerves and muscles, strengthens the immune system, and helps to regulate body functions.
Acupuncture allows normal energy flow through the meridians to be restored which helps to
create balance and optimal body health.
I hope this information helps. I look forward to meeting you and your four legged companion
soon.
Dr. Stephanie Knapp
If you have a question you would like to ask the doctor, please email quailhollowlodging@outlook.com
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